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I, Wen, have met with many reverses, on account of my want
of ability. Formerly I was outlawed by the Manchu despotic
Government, being an exile abroad for more than ten years ; but
now I have been expelled by the Republican Government of the
Heavenly Han, taking refuge in foreign countries without any
fixed date o*f my return. However, the critics have said that I,
Wen, am solely to blame and that I have invited calamity upon
myself. If these critics be right, I have no complaint, even should
I meet with a thousand deaths. But the real truth is known only
to myself and Heaven, and even an intimate friend like you cannot
know the whole truth. In the stillness of the night I always feel
full of indignation and intolerable feelings; therefore I venture to
open my mind to you.

Success or failure are rather due to chance, but it is difficult to
discern the real facts. When I fled to foreign countries during the
Ching Dynasty the Government set a price on my head, and I fell
into the snares of the wicked when residing in London. At that
time I was put in an empty cold room with a dim lamp, becoming
meaner than a little ant, waiting to be shipped back to mount the
scaffold, without the least hope of continuing this life on earth.
However, the Will of Heaven is always kind. It could not bear
to see the purposes of Wen frustrated half-way, and caused a helpless
English woman-servant to save me out of this great calamity.
Thus the fate of Wen has been ordered by Heaven, and no man
can do anything against it. Moreover, once I went to Canada,
and at the time when I returned to New York I could not sleep
for three days, contracting there a severe and dangerous illness,
which I thought would end my days. However, I recovered.
During these long years I have met grave dangers several times,
in each of which I had a hairbreadth escape from the jaws of death.
These could not be attributed to my luck and fortune, but revealed
the hand of Heaven. The statements I have made above are not
lies, which would tend to encourage superstition among the common
people. I accepted Christianity when I was still young, and ever
since I have been deeply convinced that there is a God, who is
unseen and supreme. I have believed that whoever wants to move
the world and to save the people will undoubtedly obtain His
protection and assistance. The Chinese proverb says, " Heaven
grants the desire of man." However, this is not the peculiar
experience of Wen. The only thing is that I have committed my
life to Heaven, and I will go ahead to do anything which is righteous
with full courage, disregarding success, failure or any other considera-
tion. Was not Socrates a great philosopher ? But we cannot
exclude him from the circle of sages because of the unfortunate
death he met. Poor as I am, conscience has satisfied myself, but
it must be understood that I have not ventured to compare myself
with Socrates.